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“FISHERMEN HELPING FISHERMEN”

The Campobello Whale Rescue Team is a volunteer 
organization and collaborates with other Whale 
Emergency Network members in the Maritimes. The 
Whale Rescue Team consists of fishermen, biologists 
and other volunteers, and is permitted by DFO to 
conduct marine mammal disentanglement operations 
in the region. In addition, the Whale Rescue Team 
provides basic training for DFO fisheries officers and 
others interested in supporting the team.

The Whale Rescue Team’s response capability to provide 
disentanglement and release services is supported by: 

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), Maritimes Region 
with the loan of two rigid hull inflatable Zodiacs, fuel 
and equipment expenses;

• International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) which 
purchased two outboard engines and provides a 
portion of the annual operating funds;

• Marine Animal Response Society (MARS) which 
monitors the toll free incident reporting hotline24/7 
1-866-567-6277;

• Canadian Whale Institute (CWI) which provides 
response volunteers, office and storage space, and 
helps promote the Whale Emergency Network service.

For further information on our program, please 
contact CWI (www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca)

Tel: (506) 752-1985

Email info@canadianwhaleinstitute.ca 



Why is there a need for a response capability?
Every year, in the spring, summer, and fall, the waters of Atlantic Canada are rich with nutrients 

and zooplankton which attracts marine mammals including humpback, fin, and minke whales, 
harbour porpoise and dolphins. Of greatest concern is the annual presence of the highly 
endangered North Atlantic Right Whale.

Whale entanglement and entrapment in fishing gear is a global problem. The Campobello 
Whale Rescue Team (CWRT) is committed to responding to this issue in our region because 
commercial fishermen and their communities are concerned. Entanglements can be expensive 
for fishermen because of lost gear, as well as the cost and time to repair damaged gear. There 
is also the potential that fish product markets could be adversely affected. Whale entanglement 
can generate considerable public concern and increased pressure to save them. Fishermen 
recognize this and want to do their part to mitigate the problem through whale disentanglement 
and release programs.

Entanglement in fishing gear has resulted in whale fatalities. In most cases, whales break 
free of the gear and survive the entanglement. However, entangling lines that remain on the 
whale can compromise its health, ability to feed, socialize, and migrate. For example, about 
82% of right whales, the most endangered whale species in the North Atlantic, bear scars from 
entanglements in fishing gear that have occurred from encounters throughout their range in U.S. 
and Canadian waters.

The CWRT successfully cutting away the fishing lines 
wrapped around humpback Foggy’s head. 
Photo: Canadian Whale Institute.

Humpback whale Foggy entangled with five fishing lines wrapped around her head. She was disentangled by the CWRT, 
October 2013.                                                                                                                        Photo: Canadian Whale Institute.

Humpback Grommet leaps for joy after Foggy (in foreground) is 
released from entangling lines off Nova Scotia by the Whale Rescue 
Team, October 2013.                            Photo: Center for Coastal Studies.

Right whale entrapped in a herring weir successfully 
released by fishermen and CWRT in August 2012. 
Photo: New England Aquarium.

Who are you going to call if you see a marine mammal in distress?
The Campobello Whale Rescue Team will respond to calls

about marine mammals found in distress. 
1-866-567-6277

In partnership with the Marine Animal Response Society and Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO), marine mammal entanglements and entrapments in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island can be reported through a toll free hotline (1-866-567-6277) that is 
monitored 24/7. Reports can also be made to the Canadian Coast Guard on VHF channel 16 and 
Fundy Traffic on VHF channel 14.

The Campobello Whale Rescue Team 
enhances mariner safety by providing 
a highly trained and equipped team 
– a safe alternative to mariners and 
fishermen attempting to release 
entangled or entrapped whales on their 
own. Do not try to disentangle the whale 
yourself. If possible, take photographs. 
The prospect for a successful rescue is 
increased if the reporting entity stands 
by the marine mammal until the Whale 
Rescue Team arrives.

The goal of our program is to support the fishing industry 
and encourage stewardship of whales among fishermen 

and those making a living on the water.

HOW?
By providing a marine mammal disentanglement and release program 

in the Bay of Fundy and adjacent waters off Nova Scotia.


